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Chairman Board of Governors ISSI, Ambassador Khalid Mahmood,
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Resident Representative UNHCR, Mr. Indrika  Ratwatte, 

Distinguished participants,


The United Nations is celebrating its 70th Anniversary this year. Three score and ten is said to be the normal age-span vouchsafed to man. Now that the United Nations has achieved this age, this could be regarded as an appropriate moment to assess whether the Organisation has lived up to the hopes and expectations that mankind had placed in it at its establishment. 

However, as we sit in judgement on the United Nations we must not lose sight of the fact that the United Nations is the voluntary association of countries. By joining the Organisation the member states have pledged to abide by the UN Charter and to uphold the Purposes and Principles spelt out in Articles one and two of the document. 


Since the all decisions at the United Nations are made by member states, the United Nations can only be as effective or ineffective, strong or weak as the member states wish it to be.    

Thus when taking stock of the successes and failures of the United Nations, we should bear in mind that we are in fact taking stock of the successes and failures of the international community as a whole as well as those of individual nations in their approach to the United Nations. 

We have also to take into account that while the Charter bestows equal status and voting rights on all members, large and small, powerful and the weak, power politics always comes into play in decision making and those who pay a large share of the budget of the UN and its affiliated bodies also carry a larger clout particularly where their own interests are involved.


Let me also add that the UN system has also, over the decades, become a huge and complex bureaucratic set up. Such leviathans acquire a life of their own.  And like all bureaucracies it has learnt the art being opaque when it so wishes and that of releasing red herrings when needed in order to deflect or avoid critical examination. It also does not always follow the dictates of member states. The many secretariats that run the UN system are, at times, not above dangling the offer of a job or two to use representatives of member states to promote and push ideas to obtain wider mandates and consequently larger budgets for themselves.

Furthermore, there are, today so many bodies in the system that a large number of member states find it impossible to keep track of all the activities going on simultaneously. They simply do not have the means, the manpower or the expertise to service the meetings or keep track of the decisions that are being made.


Bearing these caveats in mind let us now turn to Peace and Security and Development which are the subject of this seminar.
Peace and security:


I will list some of the threats to international peace and security. These are:
· Inter- state disputes and conflicts;
· Civil or intra-state conflicts;
· Terrorism by states and non-state actors and entities: Ironically, it is States whose policies and actions - including aggression and occupation and denial of fundamental rights - give rise to extremism and terrorism and then these same states instead of addressing the root causes unite to fight against and destroy the terrorists.

Apart from these some other threats to international peace and security that have assumed urgency include:

· Control over Global Commons;

· Race for finite resource
· Climate Change and global warming;
· Water shortages;
· Food security;
· Cyber security;
· Pandemics; and 

· Natural disasters


Most of these so-called non-traditional threats can and must be addressed through consultations and cooperation.


As for the traditional threats listed above the means available to the United Nations to deal with them include:
· Conflict prevention; 

· Restoration of peace/Peace Making; 

· Peace keeping through the Blue Helmets; this being one of the success stories of the United Nations to which Pakistan has contributed in a significant way; 
· Peace building through monitoring ceasefires, demobilization of fighting factions, reintegration of the insurgents into civil society, return of refugees and displaced persons, monitoring elections,  protecting Human Rights and fostering reconciliation; 

· Peace Enforcement  through sanctions and military action; and finally 
· Conflict resolution: through mediation or through recourse to the ICJ and other adjudicating Tribunals/Courts. 


All of these concepts are well known to us. But regretfully, the role of the United Nations in many of the ongoing conflicts particularly in recent years has been that of a concerned bystander. The United Nations has not been too successful in conflict prevention especially when great power interest is involved because of the Veto power enjoyed by the five permanent members of the UNSC. Aggression and occupation have gone unpunished and unvacated as for example in Kashmir and Palestine. And we have seen the devastation visited on the people of Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, Syria, Yemen and others, at times under the rubric of ‘Humanitarian Intervention’ or the ‘Right to Protect’ and at others to introduce their peoples to ‘Democracy and Human Rights’. 

The power to deal with issues relating to peace and security is concentrated in the hands of the Security Council. In recent years the UNSC has also arrogated to itself the task of writing international law without due discussion, debate and careful thought. International Conferences to develop new legal norms, and expert bodies like the International Law Commission are sinking into oblivion.


The General Assembly is being increasingly sidelined and made somewhat irrelevant. Heads of State and Government or their Foreign Ministers arrive annually, make ritual statements aimed primarily at their audience back home, bustle around for a few days holding mostly sterile meetings, attend a few receptions and dinners, and depart happily for their home countries. 


For more than two decades now the international community is discussing the reform of the UN Security Council which is essentially stuck on one fundamental issue. Should the UNSC be democratised or should it be converted into an even stronger and probably worse oligarchy by conferring the status of permanent members with veto power as demanded by the so-called on the Group of Four namely Brazil, Germany, India and Japan and two African States to be named later, in addition to the five existing permanent members.

Disarmament: 


Disarmament, both nuclear and conventional, is another facet of international peace and security. However, the Conference on Disarmament (CD) in Geneva, has been paralyzed for many years. Of the four major issues before the CD, the United States is not in favour of negotiations on three namely Nuclear Disarmament, Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space and Security Assurances to Non Nuclear States, while Pakistan is not allowing the negotiations on a Fissile Material Cut off Treaty to commence unless the scope of the proposed treaty is expanded to include existing stocks etc. Thus nothing gets accomplished at the CD and members keep talking at each other year after year. 

Development:  


Let us now turn to development. The United Nations is not the main player in international trade, or financing for development and economic growth. Notwithstanding the role of the UNDP as the country coordinator, the decision making bodies i.e. The WTO, the World Bank, the IMF, IFC, and Regional Development Banks etc. are not answerable to the UN. Major economic decisions are made at the G-7, G-20 and the EU meetings and these are brought to the United Nations for rubber stamping by the vast number of countries which have no voice in formulating these decisions. As a result, discredited colonial concepts like the Centre and the Periphery have re-surfaced, commodity and mineral resources of the poor countries are being ruthlessly exploited, financial resources running into more than a trillion dollars are siphoned off from the developing countries every year and end up in the developed world and the gap between the rich and the poor continues to increase. 

The silver lining in this sombre picture has been the leading role played by the United Nations in the holding of the Sustainable Development Summit in September 2015 in New York and the adoption of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals, which span a large spectrum of the UN family, to be achieved by 2030. I hope substantial progress will be made towards the achievement of these Goals in the next decade and a half.
Conclusion:

I will conclude by noting that there appears to be an absence of sincere commitment, on the part of the powerful countries, to the purposes and principles of the United Nations and they go their own way if they cannot bend the United Nations to their will. 

However, for smaller, weaker, poorer and more vulnerable countries, the United Nations, with all its all its shortcomings, remains the only forum where they can air their problems and grievances, demand fair play and justice and generate moral pressure on the powerful with the support of other smaller and weaker countries.

I thank you. 
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Having said all that let us see what are the principles and purposes of the United Nations.

Preamble:

WE THE PEOPLES OF THE UNITED NATIONS DETERMINED

· to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war, which twice in our lifetime has brought untold sorrow to mankind, and

· to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person, in the equal rights of men and women and of nations large and small, and

· to establish conditions under which justice and respect for the obligations arising from treaties and other sources of international law can be maintained, and

· to promote social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom,

AND FOR THESE ENDS

· to practice tolerance and live together in peace with one another as good neighbours, and

· to unite our strength to maintain international peace and security, and

· to ensure, by the acceptance of principles and the institution of methods, that armed force shall not be used, save in the common interest, and

· to employ international machinery for the promotion of the economic and social advancement of all peoples,

Purposes:

· To maintain international peace and security, and to that end: to take effective collective measures for the prevention and removal of threats to the peace, and for the suppression of acts of aggression or other breaches of the peace, and to bring about by peaceful means, and in conformity with the principles of justice and international law, adjustment or settlement of international disputes or situations which might lead to a breach of the peace;

· To develop friendly relations among nations based on respect for the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples, and to take other appropriate measures to strengthen universal peace;

· To achieve international co-operation in solving international problems of an economic, social, cultural, or humanitarian character, and in promoting and encouraging respect for human rights and for fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion; and

· To be a centre for harmonizing the actions of nations in the attainment of these common ends.

Principles:

1. The Organization is based on the principle of the sovereign equality of all its Members.

2. All Members, in order to ensure to all of them the rights and benefits resulting from membership, shall fulfill in good faith the obligations assumed by them in accordance with the present Charter.

3. All Members shall settle their international disputes by peaceful means in such a manner that international peace and security, and justice, are not endangered.

4. All Members shall refrain in their international relations from the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any state, or in any other manner inconsistent with the Purposes of the United Nations.

5. All Members shall give the United Nations every assistance in any action it takes in accordance with the present Charter, and shall refrain from giving assistance to any state against which the United Nations is taking preventive or enforcement action.

6. The Organization shall ensure that states which are not Members of the United Nations act in accordance with these Principles so far as may be necessary for the maintenance of international peace and security.

7. Nothing contained in the present Charter shall authorize the United Nations to intervene in matters which are essentially within the domestic jurisdiction of any state or shall require the Members to submit such matters to settlement under the present Charter; but this principle shall not prejudice the application of enforcement measures under Chapter Vll.

The 8 Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by 2015:

· Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger

· Achieve universal primary education

· Promote gender equality and empower women

· Reduce child mortality

· Improve maternal health

· Combat HIV/AIDs, malaria and other diseases

· Ensure environmental sustainability

· Develop a global partnership for development 

The 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030:

· No poverty

· Zero hunger, food security

· Good health and well being

· Quality education

· Gender equality

· Clean water and sanitation

· Affordable and clean energy

· Decent work and economic growth

· Industry, innovation and infrastructure

· Reduced inequalities

· Sustainable cities and communities

· Responsible consumption and production

· Climate action

· Life below water

· Life on land

· Peace and justice – strong institutions

· Partnerships for the goals.
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